
PATIENT COPY 

HIPAA Notice of Privacy and Confidentiality & Patient’s Rights  
 
 
Patients’ rights under HIPAA are described in the “Notice of Privacy Practices”. 
The Notice will be made available to patients.  These rights include:  
 

1. Right to receive the ‘Notice of Privacy Practices”, which informs patients of their 
rights and how to exercise them.  By law this notice is to be made available to 
patients, and a good faith effort to obtain the patient’s acknowledgement of receipt is 
required.   

 
2. Right of Access.  Patients may request to inspect their medical record and may 

request copies.  There may be a fee to produce the copiers.  The process to follow 
and how to request copies is explained in the “Notice of Privacy Practices.” 

 
3. Right to Request and Amendment or Addendum.  The Notice describes how to file a 

request for an amendment or addendum. 
 

4. Right to an Accounting of Disclosures.   Patients have the right to receive an 
accounting of disclosures of their Patient Health Information (PHI).  The Notice 
describes how to request an accounting. 

 
5. Right to Request Restrictions.  Patients have the right to request restrictions on how 

they will be communicated with or how their PHI is released.  Generally, every effort 
to try to accommodate reasonable requests for restrictions, e.g., where release of 
information could be harmful to the patient. 

 
6. Right to Complain.  Patients have the right to complain if they think that privacy 

rights have been violated.  The “Notice of Privacy Practices” describes where to file 
a complaint. 

 
 
 
Exceptions to the Rules 
 
Under HIPAA, there are certain exceptions to these general rules.  These exceptions are 
described in the “Notice of Privacy Practices”.  Disclosures can be made without patient 
authorization: subject to professional judgment, for public health and safety purposes, for 
government functions, law enforcement, and based on a judicial request or subpoena.                                                  


